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Let’s talk about energy rebates
If you’ve been following the news this year, you’ve probably heard about energy rebates. Origintally
set to sunset this year, the extension of existing rebates was part of the Inflation Reduction Act of
2022. Now they can be claimed for an additional 10 years, through the end of 2032.

What, exactly, are energy rebates?
Energy rebates are incentives from the federal
government to help homeowners make certain upgrades in three categories:
1. Existing energy equipment (such as HVAC
systems and water heaters)
2. Structure upgrades (such as roofs or windows)
3. Renewable energy infrastructure (such as wind
turbines or solar panels)
They are applied in the form of a tax credit on your
federal income taxes.
A note about tax credits: unlike tax deductions
and write-offs that reduce your taxable income, tax
credits directly reduce the overall amount of taxes
that are owed. If the amount of taxes that are owed
is less than the amount of the tax credit received,
you could be eligible to receive a refund when you
file your taxes.
For example, if you owe $10,000 in federal taxes
but receive a $15,000 tax credit, you would receive a
refund of $5,000.

1. Upgrading existing equipment
For the average homeowner, the most accessible
rebates are going to come in the form of upgrading
the equipment you already own. Qualifying equipment includes:
• Air source heat pumps
• Air conditioners
• Boilers
• Furnaces and fans
• Non-solar water heaters
Since these kinds of rebates are the easiest to
qualify for, they are also the lowest dollar amount of
the three rebate categories. They top out at $300 for
A/C units, heat pumps, and water heaters; $150 for
furnaces or boilers; and $50 for circulating air fans.

Only your primary residence is eligible for these
rebates. New construction and rentals do not qualify.

2. Upgrading home materials
If you are planning a renovation or other large
home project, this next set of credits may be for
you. Upgrading your energy efficiency materials can
pay off not only in the form of a tax credit, but also
in long term savings on your monthly energy bills.
Qualifying materials include:
• Insulation
• Metal or asphalt roofs
• Windows, doors, and skylights
Of course, these types of updates are more costly
and labor intensive than replacing a furnace. Accordingly, the available rebates are higher. All three
categories are eligible for a rebate of 10% of the cost
of the materials, up to $500. Note that the cost of
installation is NOT included in the rebate.
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Take care of drafts
It’s easier to find drafts once winter winds start
blowing, so check your windows and doors and
take measures to seal them out.
Seal up windows. Drafty windows will allow
cold air to enter your home, and significantly
increase your heating bills. If you have older windows, seal up the drafts. For best results, check
and seal all your windows, not just the draftiest.
Check weatherstripping. Plastic weatherstripping will degrade overtime. Check and replace
any that is cracked or peeling.
Add draft stoppers. For bigger gaps in window sills or under doors, add draft stoppers to
prevent cold air from getting in. These are fabric
tubes filled with dense materials that sit at the
bottom of the doorway or window panes.
Fill in small cracks. If you’ve got any hairline
cracks in the windows, you can use clear nail polish to seal them up. Just make sure you don’t use
this tip on any windows with a coating, as the
nail polish can harm it.
If you haven’t already, put up your storms.
The newest storm windows will take care of most
drafts and increase the R-value of your windows.

Program your thermostat
(then leave it alone!)
Did you know that fiddling with your thermostat all day can increase your heating costs? It’s
true!
Asking for quick temperature changes of more
than a couple degrees sends your furnace into

overdrive, using more energy to heat things up.
Luckily, there is an easy solution. Most thermostats made today are programmable, so you can
input different times and temperatures, and it
will automatically adjust the temperature of your
house accordingly.
Let’s say you work a standard 9-5 job outside
the home. You might program your thermostat
for 68° at 6:00am when you wake up, then lower
it to 64° at 8:30am when you leave for work. At
4:30pm, program it back to 68° for when you
get home. Finally, lower the temperature again
overnight.
Try not to go more than four degrees in either
direction, as this is especially taxing on your
furnace.
PRO TIP: If you don’t have a programmable thermostat, IMU offers rebates for customers who
choose to upgrade! More information can be
found at www.indianola.com/electric.

Check your vents
Blocked vents can lead to an imbalance in the
distribution of heat in your home, leaving the
rooms with blocked vents cold and sending
too much hot air to the vents that are open. Go
around your house and make sure all the heat
vents are open, and that they aren’t blocked by
furniture or other objects.

Let the sun shine in
On sunny days, open the curtains and take
advantage of the free heat! Allowing the sun to
shine in the windows and heat things up will
take some of the load off your furnace.
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ossibly can? Read on for IMU’s best tips for keeping the cold
tootsies toasty and warm.

Close the flue
Who doesn’t love a crackling fire on a winter
night? Just remember to close the flue on your
fireplace when you’ve extinguished your fire,
otherwise the cold air from outside can blow
right in your house, lowering the overall temperature and kicking on your furnace. It’s also
important to close the doors to your fireplace, if

there are any. This will help to prevent cold entering from the flue.

Embrace coziness
Winter’s not all bad. Indulge in fleecy throws, a
favorite sweater or hoodie, warm slippers, even
a beanie (“house hat,” anyone?). Warm drinks like
cocoa and tea really cut the chill and warm you
from the inside out. Your body will thank you!

Where’s my weather?
Some folks just can’t get enough of talking about the weather. Want to be an expert? The websites below
offer everything from current local conditions to long-range forecasts and predictions!
Weather Bug
National Weather Information
Long-range forecasts, large storm tracking, regional weatherbug.com
weather, travel conditions

Local Forecasts

National Weather Service
weather.gov/jkl/winter
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
noaa.gov
The Weather Channel (Available with IMU TV)
weather.com
The Old Farmer’s Almanac
almanac.com
Accuweather
accuweather.com
Weather Underground
wunderground.com

Iowa DOT 511 Road Conditions
511ia.org
WOI TV-5 (ABC)
weareiowa.com/weather
WHO TV-13 (NBC)
https://who13.com
KCCI TV-8 (CBS)
kcci.com
KDSM TV-17
kdsm17.com

CUSTOMER SERVICE CORNER

The IMU customer service team answers your questions!

Space heaters are great, but watch
out for safety and extra cost
Space heaters are great for a little extra warming in hard-to-heat spaces, as long as you keep safety and cost in mind.
Never use an extension cord with a space heater, and keep it far away from combustibles. Space heaters ideally should
never be run unattended, and this includes overnight when possible.
In addition to the heightened safety precautions a space heater will also raise your electric costs. A 1,500-watt space
heater running on high will use 1.5 KWH per hour, which costs about 20 cents. That might not seem like much, but
just multiply 20 cents by 24 hours. That’s $5 per day, or nearly $150/month! Add to that the increased electrical costs
we see every winter from using additional lights to brighten the dark evenings and the power used to run the furnace
blower each time the heat kicks on, and for some residents winter heating bills can surpass the cooling costs in summer.
It’s very important to stay on top of paying your bill, even if you have LIHEAP. If you are on budget billing, keep an
eye on the budget billing balance, and if it is rising, give us a call so we can see if it needs to be adjusted.
For questions about your bill or usage, call the IMU Customer Service Center at (515) 961-9444, Option 2, or stop
by the office at 210 W 2nd Avenue during regular business hours.

Want to read it again?
Every month, IMU provides timely announcements, helpful articles, and community spotlights that are saved on
our website. Visit indianola.com/news to find past articles you found helpful, and sign up for the digital edition
of the Flyer today!
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3. Adding renewable energy infrastructure
If you’re ready to go all in on reducing your energy
costs, installing new renewable energy infrastructure
could be a good option for you. Not only has technology improved exponentially in just the last five years, the
rebates available for these kinds of projects are going to
give you the most bang for your buck compared to simply upgrading what you already have. Qualifying projects
include:
• Small wind turbines
• Solar energy systems
• Fuel cells
• Biomass fuel stoves
• Geothermal heat pumps

For all systems, the tax credit is applied depending on
when the system was placed into service. For systems in
place after 12/31/2022 and before 1/1/2024, homeowners
are eligible for a credit of 22% of the cost of the system,
INCLUDING the installation costs. For these credits, both
existing homes and new construction quality, as well as
secondary residences. Rental properties are still exempt.

The bottom line

If you’ve been considering upgrading any energy
equipment or systems in your home, now is a great time
to do so. After all, who doesn’t like paying less in taxes
while saving money in the long run?

IMU RESOURCES ON THE WEB

CONTACT IMU

Online bill pay: my.imufiber.com/ebill/login
Report outage: indianola.com/outages/
IMU board meetings: cityofindianola.viebit.com/
Work for IMU: indianola.com/careers/

210 West 2nd Ave.
Indianola, IA 50125
(515) 961-9444
Mon-Fri 8:00am to 5:00pm

